.S. Department of Energy
ffice of Inspector General
ffice of Audit Services

Management Controls over the
Hanford Site Transuranic Mixed Tank
Waste

OAS-M-06-01 November 2005



Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

November 25, 2005

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRINCIPLE DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR
EXVORONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
easgl L1

ﬁ!"fl ¢ ( z./(/
FROM: Gedrge W. Colfara“E 4
“Assistant Inspector General for Performance Audits
Office of Inspector General

SUBJECT: INFORMATION: Audit Report on "Managemeni Controls over
the Hanford Site Transuranic Mixed Waste"

BACKGROUND

The Department of Energy (Department) has about 54 million gallons of radioactive,
hazardous, and mixed waste stored in 177 large underground tanks at the Hanford Site.
The Department established, in a 1997 Record of Decision, that tank waste would be
retrieved from the tanks and separated into low-activity waste and high-level waste. In
December 2003, the Department's Office of River Protection formally identified 11
underground storage tanks of waste at the Hanford Site that it believes contain contact-
handled transuranic mixed (TRUM) waste. The Office of River Protection plans to
retrieve, dry, and package the waste for shipment to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP)
in Carlsbad, New Mexico.
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Prior to retrieving, treating, and disposing of the waste, the Department must obtain permits
from the States of Washington and New Mexico. The State of Washington, Department of
Ecology (Ecology) is responsible for granting the permit for retrieval, treatment, and if
necessary, temporary storage of the waste at the Hanford site. The State of New Mexico
Environment Department (NMED) is responsible for issuing the permit for the final
disposal of the waste at WIPP.

We initiated this audit to determine whether the Office of River Protection had sufficiently
addressed regulatory and permitting issues prior to proceeding with the TRUM waste
project.

RESULTS OF AUDIT

Our audit disclosed that the Department had not sufficiently addressed regulatory and
permitting issues prior to proceeding with the TRUM waste project. The Office of River
Protection initiated the project and incentivized the contractor to complete work without
fully addressing issues relevant to:

e Obtaining the necessary permits to retrieve, treat, and dispose of the waste; or

e Completing regulatory actions required under the National Environmental Policy

Act of 1969 (NEPA).
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